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r "!f ' Christmas is a particularly x, S jhcK M&&zSgenlat season in Washington. There Is enough
of the southern atmosphere in the capital to
make the holiday partake of the nature of the
Christmas of the further south, for the natal
day of Christ always has been given warm and
exulting recognition in the country south of
the Mason and Dixon line.
I There are children in the White House at
this holiday season as there were all through
jthe administration of Mr. Taft's predecessor in
office, Theodore Roosevelt. The president has
three children at home with him to enjoy the
holiday festivities in the House of State. It is
true that of the three children one Is just en-

tering manhood and the other womanhood,
while the third is just out of knickerbockers.
Robert Taft, the president's oldest son, is home
from college for the season's merrymaking, and
his sister, Helen, is here also for the gayeties
of the younger set. "Charlie" Taft has not out-
grown the Christmas tree age and a Christmas
tree he will have.

During the seven years of the Roosevelt ad-

ministration, although there were Ave chil-

dren in the White House, there was a Christ-
mas tree only once. Mr. Roosevelt did not
like the Christmas tree idea because he is a
great believer in the conservation of the for-
ests of the country, and he held that the
Christmas tree trade worked havoc with the
supply of evergreens. So It was that while
Christmas in the White House during his term
of office was all that the holiday otherwise
should be, the children were not allowed a
tree. The youngest Roosevelt boy, however,
had Christmas tree views of his own-an- once
he secured one. trimmed it in seclusion, and
then hid it away in a closet where it was not
discovered by his father, the president, until
the Christmas seascn had pretty well waned.
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A Christmas tree hereafter probably will be In evi-
dence at the White House at every holiday. Mr.
Taft need have no scruples on account of "forest

because Gifford Plnchot, formerly
chief forester of the has said that
Christmas trees enough can be cut to supply the
market demand without the future
supply. Mr. Plnchot believes In saving the trees,
and he would not have issued this statement with
out proper study of the situation. He did not
give out his edict, until the Roosevelt
family had left the executive mansion, and while
the former chief forester is one of Colonel

Intimate friends, It Is probable that the
Roosevelt children think that the verdict of Mr.
Plnchot on the tree question ought not to have
been so long delayed.

They play golf all winter In and if
there Is snow on the ground they play

the game with red balls Instead of the ordinary
white ones, and so when President Taft plays his
holiday games he will not stand in any danger of
forfeiting a stroke because of the loss of a golf
ball. A red ball is a mark against a
white

Every employe of the White House receives a
big Christmas turkey as a gift from the president
and his wife. Some of the White House house-
hold servants and some of the members of the of-

fice force have been in the of presi-
dents through many Col. William
II. Crook, who Is the executive clerk, has been In
the service ever since Grant's day and recently he
has written his of White House life
under eight Since the early Civil war
days there have been children In the White House
under nearly every but whether or
cot there were children of the own
families to gather about the Are and the Christ-
mas tree, young people always found their way
Into the White House circle to help their elders
celebrate the holiday.

Christmas parties for young people are always
the regular order of things in the White House
during the holiday season. The children of the
cabinet officials, of the army and navy officers, of
senators and and of the

stationed here always are invited to a
in the big east room.

Christmas is the great day in the household of
the and ministers from foreign coun-

tries and In the families of the Juniors of the dif-

ferent embassies and legations. The
of southern European and of

the countries of Central and South America make
much of Not an embassy or a legation
in this town but keeps open house virtually dur-

ing the entire holiday season. Gift giving among
here Is carried to an ex-

treme at which even who give
and are giving more and widely
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day proper is essentially a home day, the day
when the family likes to "be a party unto itself."
So it is that the affairs to which society and soci-

ety's children are bidden usually take place be-

tween Christmas and New Year's, although in
every particular they are Christmas gatherings.

For two weeks prior to the dawning of Christ-
mas day the Washington markets are filled with
holly and mistletoe. It Is believed that before
long the legislatures of Maryland and Virginia
will be forced to pass laws protecting the beau-

tiful holly tree from the hands of the despoiler.
The demand for Christmas greens yearly kills
hundreds if not thousands of holly trees. The
trouble is that the men who cut the branches for
the market use little or no discretion ia securing
their Bpoils. Holly branches can be cut without
Injury to the tree if the simplest precautions are
taken, but in their greed to secure quantities of
the beautiful boughs with their shining green
leaves and polished red berries, the gatherers
hack great limbs from the tree, Injuring it so that
In many cases it cannot survive the wound.

The mistletoe, which Is found in great quanti-
ties in the markets of Washington at the Christ-
mas time, is a parasite which fastens itself upon
the branches of many species of trees. Its re-

moval does the tree good, provided the limbs from
which it springs are not injured in the cutting.
The mistletoe of the Potomac river country is
very much like the mistletoe of England. It Is

supposed that this parasite growth was used by
the ancient Druids in their religious ceremonies
among the ancient Britons. All kinds of super-ntitio-

are connected with tho mistletoe, and
many of them are traced back to the days before
the Saxon occupation of John Bull's Island. These
superstitions were brought aoross the water by
the early English settlers, and they are found in
some parts of America in the same form In which
they have existed In England for century on cen-
tury.

The White House In a holiday season literally
Is turned Into a conservatory. Washington loves
flowers and every man and woman who comes
here to live finds that the flower affection speed-
ily takes its hold. The White House Is supplied
with Towers from n great conservatory carefully
tended by men trained to floriculture. There are
probably more flower shops In the capital in pro-

portion to the population than In any other city
in the United States. Almost literally they are
on every corner. The demand for flowers here at
the Christmas season is such that notwithstanding
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the fact the District of
Columbia, Maryland and
Virginia are flooded with
conservatories, the Phil-
adelphia and New York
markets are called upon
to help out In the work
of supplying the enor-
mous District trade.

The Central and South
Americans who come to
Washington In official ca-

pacities are accustomed
to outdoor flowers every
day In the year in their
own lands, and they sim-
ply will not consent to
get along without flow-

ers in this northern cli-

mate. Their houses re-

semble conservatories all
through tho winter
months, but nt tho
Christmas season the
Spanish-America- n literal
ly banks himself and his
family with blossoms.

President Taft attends
Christmas service at All
Souls Unitarian church.
Mrs. Taft is an Episco
palian, and with her chil-

dren she attends St.
John's church on IaEay-ett-e

square, known half
humorously In Washing-
ton as the Church of
State. It Is so called be-

cause so many of the
presidents of the United
States have worshiped
regularly within its
walls. St John's Is a
small church, but it has

fine music, and the Christmas service and Its en
vironments are made as beautiful as it is possible
to make them.

In the official foreign colony In Washington the
Christmas holidays are an especially lively and Joy-

ous season. The managers of the American branch
offices of the governments of the world are ever
eager to show their patriotism and loyalty by ob-

serving all holidays or ceremonial occasions Just
as they would be observed if they were at home in

their own countries. Consequently Christmas Is

the occasion for many diverse and picturesque
celebrations in the homes of the official foreign
colony. There is scarce a household in the cos-

mopolitan community that has not Its quota of
children. Many of the young people in these for-

eign households are, for the time being, attending
American schools and havo become imbued with
some of the traditions of the Yankee Christmas.
Thus the yule-tid- e programs in many a diplomatic
home at Washington presents an odd mixture of
foreign customs and American innovations.

Especially is this the case in the homes of many
of the diplomats from South and Central America,
where there are many young people. These

Juveniles exchange presents as do their
American playmates and await with keen antlcipa
tlon the proverbial Christmas dinner, but they also
show allegiance to the customs of their native
lands by attending mass at midnight on Christmas
Eve, and afterward paying homage at a miniature
representation of the city of Bethlehem, the most
conspicuous place in which is occupied by a grot-

to In which are tiny figures of the Infant Jesus,
and Joseph, together with the three wise "men. In
the homes of the Mexican diplomats there Is
followed a novel plan for the distribution of the
Christmas presents. All the gifts are placed In a
huge earthenware Jar which is suspended from the
celling and Is then attacked by all the young peo-
ple armed with canes. When tht Jar is broken the
Christmas presents are precipitated to the floor
and there Is a mad scramble for the mysterious
packages.

The handsome new home of the French Embassy
at Washington will this year afford a spacious set-
ting for a Christmas frolic that has become one of
the Important events nf holiday week at the cap-
ital. At the German Embassy likewise there Is a
Christmas tree with tokens for all the young people
in the Embassy circle, while the nrltlsh Ambassa-
dor entertains all tho members of his official staff
and their families at an English
Christmas dinner.

McNAMARAS SENTENCED

las. B. Sontenced for Life; John J.
Gets 15 Years.

The full text of the confession by
lames B. McXamara, given to Dis-
trict Attorney Fredericks, was made
public by Mr. Fredericks. It follows:

"I. James 13. MoNamiirii. defendant In
:ho case of the people, having hereto-or- o

pleaded guilty t' the crime of
Jiurder, desire to make thia Btatement
f facts:
"And this is-- tho truth. On the nltfht

f Nept. 30. 1910. at 5:45 p. m.. 1 placed
n Ink Alley, a portion of the TimesuIMIng, a suitcase containing 1J sticks
f SO per cent dynamite, set to exllode

it 1 o'clock tho next morning.
"It was my intention to injure themlldlng and scare tho owners. I did

lot intend to take the life of nnvone.
Bincerely regret that these unfortun-it- e

men lost their lives, if the giving
f my life would bring them back 1

vould gladyly give it. In fact, in plead,ng guilty to murder in the first e,

I have placed my life in the hands
f the state.
(Signed.) "JAMJ2S R McNAMATtA."
The confession covers one side of

an ordinary sheet of paper and was
written with a fountain pen supplied
by one of the attorneys. It is proba-
bly the only written statement of the
case that will ever be made by the
writer or his brother, John J.

who pleaded guilty to dyna-
miting the Llewellyn Iron Works.

John Joseph McNamara, secretary
of the bridge and structural iron
workers, a confessed and sentenced
felon, is now with his younger broth-
er, James Batuna McNamara, in San
Queintin prison.

For 33 years John J. will serve
within the same walls for his con-
fessed part in dynamiting plots that
have reached from ocean to ocean.

James B. McXamara, the brother
who confessed he did the "job" his
elder brother planned, and who said
he set the bomb that destroyed the
buildins? of the Los Angeles Times,
when 21 lives were lost, will spend
the rest fo his life in confinement.

The two men were sentenced by
Judge Walter N. Bordwell. Led In-
to court by sheriffs, the two men
waited while a clerk was sent scur-
rying out to get chairs for them. The
prison pallor on the face of the
younger man had been displaced by a
nervous flush. Nervously chewing
the gum between his teeth he looked
around the court room with quick
catlike glances, his head drooping
forward. Outside the nervous toying
with his hands at a watch chain that
dangled from his waistcoat, he dis-
played no sign of nervousness.

A striking figure was John Joseph
McXamara, the cider brother, bif.
strong and distinguished, as he stood
waiting for the day's events. Both
men wore dressed with extreme care.
Both wore black. J. J. might have
been an attorney, to judge by his ap-
pearance, lie wore a high collar
around which was draped a black
tie. Presently the chairs were pro-
cured and the men sank into them.

Elaborate precautions were taken
to prevent any demonstration, or at-

tack on any of the actors in the
closing scene of the great drama. The
sentence was passed. In a small court
room, near the jail, to that the men
could he brought across a "Bridge of
Sighs." and not have to be escorted
throusrh the streets. There were over
a hundred deputies, bailiffs and po-

licemen guarding thf room and the
corridors. At one time the room was
cleared, and all who afterwards en-

tered it. who might in any way be
suspected, were searched. A heavy
bar was laid across the door, so that
there mitrht be no "rushing" of the
guards there.

Soo Gets Bulk of Michigan Appropria-
tions.

Outside-o- the new lock at the Soo
the administration does not propose
to spend much money in Michigan
during the next fiscal year, ending
July 1. 1912.

The estimates sent to congress by
the secretary of the treasury ask for
$1,930,000 for the new lock. The
other Michigan appropriations re-
quested are as follows: Mackinac har-
bor, $33,000; Ludington harbor, $51,-50-

Manistee harbor, $6,000; Port-
age Lake harbor of refuge, $3,000;
Saugatuck harbor and Kalamazoo riv-
er, $9,000; St. Joseph harbor and riv-
er, $15,500; South Haven harbor, $3,-00-

Black River, $1,500; Clinton rlv-er- ,

$2,000; Menominee river, $9,000;
remodeling Lansing postoffice, $35,-000- ;

remodeling Traverse City post-offic- e,

$20,000.

China's Regent Abdicates.
Prince Chun, the regent and father

of the child emperor, has abdicated.
Ills place as guardian of the throne

is taken Jointly by Shi Hsu, a Man-ch- u

prince and former president of
the national assembly, and Hsu Shi
Chang, of the privy
council.

Beef Men on Trial.
Ten millionaire Chicago packets

nppeared in United States district
court In Chicago to stand trial be-
fore Judge Carpenter on indictments
returned against them bv a federal
grand Jury and charging them with
criminal violation of the Sherman
anti-trus- t act.

Pleas of not guilty on behalf of the
indicted men were promptly entered
and the long expected trial of the
packers was on. It had come afteT
ai tight-yea-r fight by the United
States government officers.

Christmas tree buyers are swarm-
ing into the upper peninsula getting
their stocks lined up.

Mary Sacatoe, of Escanaba. an In-

dian woman, although but 26 year
old, is about to be married for th
third time. She will marry Josepl
Roblck, a white man.

Mrs. Henry Windsor of Rapid Kiv.
er shot a deer weighing 230 poundJ
at 150 yards. The fexit is unequalled
In hunting annals around Manlstlque.

A fire which started in the hard
ware store of Cauklln & Schlagcl, in
Lansing, damaged the Schavey block
to the extent of nearly 127,000. Th
Schavey hotel, in the block, was filled
with guests when the fire broke out,
but manaeed to escape with all their
belongings.

3t r.ieans Health
For the Child

The careful mother, who watches close-
ly the physical peculiarities of her chil-
dren, will soon discover that the most
important thing in connection with a
child's constant good health Is to keep
the bowels regularly open. . Sluggish
bowels will be followed by loss of appe-
tite, restlessness during sleep, irrita-
bility and a dozen and one similar evi-
dences of physical disorder;

At the first sign of such disorder give
tho child a teaspoonful of Dr. Caldwell's
Syrup Pepsin at night on retiring and
repeat the doso the following night if
necessary more than that wlM scarcely
be needed. You will find that the child
will recover its accustomed good spirits
at once and will eat and sleep normally.

This remedy Is a vast improvement
over salts, cathartics, laxative waters
Rnd similar things, which are altogether
too powerful for a child. Tho homes of
Mrs. L. Grunwald, 18 Perkins St., Detroit,
Mich., and Mrs. J. P. McLellan, Foun-
tain, Mich., are always supplied with
Dr. Caldwell's Syrup Pepsin, and with
them, as with thousands of others, there
is no substitute for this grand laxative.
It is really more than a laxative, for It
contains superior tonic properties which
help to tone and strengthen the stomach,
liver and bowels so that after a brief
use of it all laxatives can be dispensed
with and nature will do its own work.

Anyone wishing to make a trial of thia
remedy before buying it in the regular
way of a druggist at fifty cents or one
dollar a large bottle (family size) can
have a sample bottle sent to the home
free of charge by simply addressing Dr.
W. B. Caldwell. 201 Washington St.,
Monticello, 111. Your name and address
on a postal card will do.

Husband Was Willing.
The Scot has no monopoly of domes-

tic felicity, as many a piquant para-
graph bears witness. The other day
an old farmer and his wife were "do-in- "

the sights of a provincial town,
and, among other places they visited
a panorama of South Africa.

The views were' extremely Interest-
ing, and the couple were enjoying
themselves to the full.. As scene after
scene passed, the woman's enthusi-
asm increased, and at length, turn-
ing to her husband, she exclaimed:

"Oil, Sandy, this is really splendid.
I could jist sit here all my days."

"Ah, weel, Jennie, woman," replied
Sruidy, to the mirth of thus sitting
near, "just sit you still there; I'll not
grudge the saxepence."

Elidney Trouble
Is Very Deceptive

Few Realize They're Affected Till
Danger Point is Reached Dr.

Derby's Kidney Pills Work
Wonders Sample Freel

Kidney disease is much more common
than most people imagine. Many sufferers
do not know what's ailing them until the
trouble becomes serious. Some trifling af-
fection may run into the dread diabetes,
dropsy or Bl ight's disease before one realizes
there's anything wrong with his kiJneys.

Usually the most noticeable symptoms
which first appear are far from the scat of
the trouble, and the sufferer mistakes the
nature of his ailment. Dull headaches or
nervousness, for Instance, he never thinks of
as signs of diseased kidneys.

Even the aching back and sides, rheuma-tis-

pains or twitching in groins or limbs,
sore, inflamed muscles, he may consider

of some other trouble. Unnaturally
rolorcd or cloudy urine, too frequent or too
scanty urination, burning sensation, are of
:ourse readily recognized as symptoms of
such disorders.

Because of the deceptive and dangerous
rharacter of these ailments, if you suspect
your kidneys ore diseased, lose no time in
beginning treatment. The best possible
remedy for you is Dr. Derby's Kidney Pills.
They are quite different from anything else
in the market. They act in two ways-cle- anse

the clogged kidneys of their poison-
ous impurities, strengthen them so they
perform their duties normally, naturally.
There's no other way to really cure kidney
derangements, resultant bladder troubles
and rheumatism and permanently banish
those frightful aches and pains.

Get a package of these marvelous Dr. Derby's
Kidney Tills at once. 25c and 50c packages.
If you want to try them first ask your drug-
gist for a free sample package, or same will
be sent direct by Derby Medicine Co., Eaton
Rapids, Mich.

A Born Quibbler.
"Didn't I tell you not to shoot any

quail on this place?"
"Yassah," replied Uncle Rasberry.

"You done tole me an' I done heard
you. Dis aln no quail. Dls is a part-
ridge."

It isn't until a man reaches the age
of discretion that he discovers he can
have a good time without suffering for
it the next morning. ,

Important to Mothers
Examine carefully every bottle of

CASTORIA, a safe and sure remedy for
Infants and children, and see that It

Dears the
Signature
In Use For Over 30 Years
Children Cry for Fletcher's Castoria

When you hear two men talking so
loudly that they can be heard in the
next block, they are talking about
something they know nothing about.

DONE PART. , .

you give at tho
preacher's donation party, Mandy?"

"Lands sake! Nuthin'. Why, I give
the preacher a real store necktie that
cost 10 cents at his donation party
only three years ago!"

The Difference.
"John M. Harlan," said a Chicago

lawyer, in a eulogy of the late Su-

preme court Justice, "had a way of
pointing an observation with a story.
Once he wanted to rebuke a man for
exaggeration, so he said he was as
bad as a Pittsburg millionaire who
was being interviewed by a New York
reporter.

"'Where, sir, were you born?' the
reporter, as he sharpened his pencil,
asked.

" 'I was born in Pittsburg,' said tho
millionaire.

" 'And. when did you first er see
the of day?"

" 'When I was nine,' the millionaire
replied. 'My people then moved to
Philadelphia.' "

Decidedly Novel.
Ella It was a novel proposal.
Stella What did he say?
Ella That he begged the proud

privilege of getting up mornings to
build the fire for me.

"The Only Way"

and the Great West

CAG9

"The Hummer"
Leaves Chicago 6:30 P. M.
Arrives Kansas City 8:00 A. M.

"The Nightingale"
Leaves Chicago 10:15 P. M.
Arrives Kansas City 11:15 A. M.

All important trains from
Michigan arrive in Chicago on
time for of these trains.

Daily thru sleeping car line
to Hot Springs and San An-

tonio via the Alton's famous
double track line to St. Louis.

For further information, address
WALTER C. MUELLER, Traveling Pass. Agt

425 Ford Buildins, Detroit,

Poor
indicates weakness of the stom-
ach nerves which control the
desire for food. It a sure
sign that the digestive organs
need the help of

Sold Everywhere. In boxes 10c 25c

STARCH
16 OUNCES TO THE PACKAGE OTHER STARCHES

ONLY 13 -- SAME PRICE AND
"DEFIANCE' SUPERIOR QUAUTJ

U., DETROIT, NO. 11.

The Heart
.The heart is a wonderful double pump, through the

action of which the blood stream is kept sweeping
'round and round through the body at the rate of seven
miles an hour. " Remember this, that our bodies
will not stand the strain overwork without good,
pure blood any more than the engine can run smooth
ly without oil." After many years of study in the
active practice of medicine, Dr. R. V, fierce found
that when the stomach was out of order, the blood
impure and there were symptoms of general break
down, tonie made of the glyceric? extract of certain,
roots was the best corrective. This he called
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DEFIANCE

Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical Discovery
Being made without alcohol, this "Medical Discovery" helps the stomach to
assimilate the food, thereby curing dyspepsia. It is especially adapted to diseases
'ottended with excessive tissue waste, notably in convalescence from various
evers, for thin-blood- people and those who are olwuys " catching c6ld."

Dr. Pierce's Common Sense Medical Adviser is sent on receipt of 31 one
cent stamps for the French cloth-boun- d book of 1003 pages. Address Dr.
R. V. Tierce, No. 663 Main Street, Buffalo, N. Y.
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